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16 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

PBOVISIONAL ARRANGEMENT. 

November 28, 1907. 

A. From January 1, 1908, no expenses will be incurred by the Inde- 
pendent State of the Congo without notification being given to the 
Belgian Minister of Finance. The latter will be kept informed of all 
financial operations. 

B. From the same date the expenditures incurred by the Independent 
Congo State and the revenue collected by it will be on account of Bel- 
gium, provided that the Bill for the annexation of the Congo is passed by 
the Chamber. 

Brussels, November 28, 1907. 

[Signed for Belgium by J. Davignon, J. de Trooz, and J. Renkin.] 
[Signed for the Independent Congo State by the three General 
Secretaries.] 



BILL PROVIDING FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE BELGIAN CONGO. 

Chapter I. 

Concerning the juridical status of the Belgian Congo. 

Article 1. The Belgian Congo has a legal status distinct from that 
of the mother country. It is governed by separate and distinct laws. 
The resources and liabilities of Belgium and the colony remain dis- 
tinct. In consequence the Congolese interest charges will rest exclu- 
sively to the charge of the colony, unless it shall be decided otherwise 
by law. 

Chapter II. 

Concerning the rights of Belgians, foreigners, and natives. 

Art. 2. All the inhabitants of the colony will enjoy the rights recog- 
nized by article 7, paragraphs 1 and 2, articles 8 to 15 inclusive, article 
16, paragraph 1, article 17, paragraph 1, and articles 21, 22, and 24 of 
the Belgian Constitution. The words " the law " mentioned in article 7, 
paragraphs 2, 8, 9, 10, 11, article 17, paragraph 1, and article 22 of the 
Belgian Constitution are replaced, in whatever relates to the colony, 
by the words " the special laws or decrees." 

The language which shall be employed is optional. It will be regu- 



